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Palmers Green Festival Announces its Improvement Opportunity Fund Grants 
Palmers Green’s leading festival was enjoyed by an estimated 6000 visitors in 2012. Developed voluntarily by the community for the community the Festival was enjoyed free by visitors while benefiting numerous businesses and organisations on the day. 

The Festival Committee has agreed to distribute the resultant financial surplus to projects they believe will benefit the local area. These projects will in turn bring long lasting enjoyment and benefit to others. The agreed projects are: -
1. Talkies
, a pop up community cinema developed and managed voluntarily by Palmers Green residents, has been supplied with a full range of equipment including projector, screens and sound system. Talkies can show in various premises across the four Council Wards within easy reach of Palmers Green Triangle and beyond. By hosting in local businesses and providing links to other trades on the night, Talkies is a natural fit with the Festivals own aims of providing social enjoyment combined with support for local organisations. 

· Both Talkies and the Festival Committee hope that a children’s cinema can be set up in the area using the same equipment subject to finding a suitable management team.

2. Broomfield Park will benefit from a maze designed specifically for young children. The maze will employ natural wooden features supplemented by ironwork expected to be made by a local blacksmith. It will enable users to explore simple routes guided by colour clues. It should be a rich addition to the wide range of facilities already available and others planned within Broomfield Park.

3. The Ruth Winston Centre
, a well-known activity and resource centre in Palmers Green for the over 50’s, will be supplied with a large number of furniture pieces needed to allow the delivery of classes in areas such as new social media, keep fit and advice classes. The furniture will also better allow use of the centre by other groups such as the Greek and Cypriot Elderly Group, Zumba Gold, Bridge Club, Line Dancing Classes, Latin American Group, Enjoy your retirement group, Memory Lane Café and Sing-a-Long, and perhaps most importantly their Thursday Luncheon Club where people can gather weekly to enjoy a home cooked meal at heavily subsidised prices  
4. The 23rd Southgate Explorer Unit
 will be assisted in their personal development by the supply of a range of safety equipment which will be used on expeditions, including those related to the Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

5.  Young people from the same group will also take delivery of a highly popular American game called Cornhole. These teenagers will play the game with older community members, initially from the Ruth Winston Centre, in a cross-generational initiative helping to unite our community.  The game will be stored at the Ruth Winston Centre when not being used by the Explorers so allowing regular mobility and exercise opportunities for RWC members. 

· Responding to a specific request from the RWC the Explorers will in addition provide master classes in areas more generally the preserve of the young such as Twitter, Facebook, internet as well as games on platforms such as X Box.

6. Festival has also agreed to support one local teenager
 in his plans to travel to Borneo to assist the building of a community hall in that less country. Festival funds will be used to buy a small number of necessary pieces of equipment as well as supplying items of clothing for school children local to the project.
Notes
The Improvement Opportunity Fund is made up from any surplus money available after the Festival. Individuals and organisations of any form are able to submit a simple application to be considered for a grant. Details of the Festival 2013 fund will be made available on the web site at a later date.  

The surplus was primarily made possible by the generosity of businesses and individuals who provided sponsorship, support and donations plus a small element of food and drink sales organised and managed by festival volunteers. 

The Palmers Green Community Festival has been running for less than one year. It is currently applying to the Charities Commission to obtain charitable status.

Details of Festival 2013 will be announced shortly. It is possible to register via the web site for updates. 
Stallholder registration is open. Volunteers are very welcome at any point
Contact Details:
www.palmersgreenfestival.org.uk 

admin@palmersgreenfestival.org.uk 
Palmers Green Festival 2012

The Festival was held during September 2012 in the Grade 2 listed grounds of Broomfield Park, N13 and included:

· Over 80 stallholders ranging from charities to larger businesses;

· A fun fare;

· The UK’s largest climbing wall;

· A dance zone with free master classes from UK Champions;

· A dedicated Health and Wellbeing section with professional practitioners;

· Live music performed throughout the day;

· A London 2012 Olympic link through the Community Games offering free tennis, rugby, keep fit and football amongst other sports;

· Access to the parks standing attractions such as its Community Orchard, Community Conservatory and one or London’s only purpose built model boating lakes
Festival 2013 plans to build on this success.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.talkies.org.uk" �www.talkies.org.uk� The Festival support for Talkies was announced at its first formal showing in the Fox Public House Palmers Green in January 2013 when a showing of “Strictly Ballroom” was enhanced by classes from local club Salsa Cocktail. The first full use of the equipment was in February 2013 with a showing of the classic music film, “Blues Brothers” to over one hundred paying guests many in film related fancy dress. This was followed by live music from the St Harmonicas Blues Club, Cannon Hill � HYPERLINK "http://www.thevintage.org.uk" �www.thevintage.org.uk� 


� Broomfield Park hosts a wide range of facilities such as a Green Gym, Boating Lake, Community Conservatory and Community Orchard. Plans are well advanced for the Palmers Greenery, a not for profit Community Café. The maze has been suggested by a Friend of Broomfield Park Committee member and will be subject to the agreement of Enfield Council.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ruthwinstoncentre.com/" �www.ruthwinstoncentre.com/� 


� The 23rd Southgate Explorer Unit meet weekly at the Burford Centre, Fox Lane N13


� Several thousand pounds is required to be raised to attend the trip. This is an excellent example of a local teenager with a history of regular community support including as part of the London Challenge, a volunteer swimming coach in one of the Boroughs main clubs and a supporter of efforts to “normalise” the perception of teenagers by bringing their music to venues in the Borough. 
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