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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH: COUNCIL FAILED TO 
SEEK LEGAL ADVICE BEFORE PUSHING 
CONTROVERSIAL ARNOS PARK SCHEME 
A Freedom of Information (FOI) request reveals Council never checked legal status of 
protected parkland before launching river rerouting plan – and only responded after 
threat of ICO escalation 

Enfield Council has admitted it did not seek any legal advice before commissioning a 
feasibility study into its controversial plan to reroute the Pymmes Brook through the heart of 
Arnos Park - despite the land being protected by restrictive covenants and historic licence 
agreements which may prohibit such works. 

The disclosure came in a delayed response to a Freedom of Information (FOI) request 
submitted by Daniel Anderson, former councillor for the then Southgate Green ward and 
member of the Arnos Park Preservation Society (APPS), who was forced to threaten 
escalation to the Information Commissioner after the Council missed its legal deadline to 
respond. 

“This is deeply irresponsible,” said Daniel Anderson. “The Council is pursuing a radical and 
damaging project in one of our most loved parks, but never checked whether they’re even 
legally allowed to. There’s been no legal advice, no assessment of the 1937 licence terms, 
no review of Public Health Act obligations. They’re chasing grant money, but not doing due 
diligence.” 

The FOI response reveals: 

• No legal advice has been sought on the project’s compatibility with the 1928 
restrictive covenant or 1937 London Passenger Transport Board licence. 

• No internal assessments have been undertaken regarding legal compliance with the 
Public Health Acts or land use restrictions. 

• The Council has not contacted the Land Registry or relevant authorities about 
potential breaches. 

• The Council could not produce key legal documentation referenced in the land’s title 
or historical planning basis. 

“This is exactly how bad policy happens,” said Anderson. “It starts with officers chasing 
Environment Agency grant money and ends with irreversible damage to our public green 
spaces. The public deserves better.” 

 



Though campaigners from APPS and the Friends of Arnos Park are calling for the scheme to 
be halted in its entirety, they argue that it should never have progressed to this stage without 
proper legal, environmental and public interest assessments. The proposed works, which 
would remove trees, divide green space, and disrupt the historic landscape, have already 
provoked widespread community outrage. More than 1,000 residents have signed a petition 
against the scheme, and a packed public meeting last month voiced cross-community 
opposition. 

Matthew Pierce, Chair of APPS said, “We support river restoration and wildlife conservation, 
but this is the wrong scheme in the wrong place. Far better to improve Pymmes Brook in its 
existing location, which is what local people are asking for.” 

ENDS 

For further information please contact: arnosparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com  

Follow us on Facebook by searching: “Arnos Park Preservation Society” 
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